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SARAJEVO-DAYTON LINK SOLIDIFIED 
WITH PACT BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES 
DAYTON, Ohio- Officials from the University of Sarajevo and the University of 
Dayton are solidifying a longstanding partnership by signing an agreement for cooperation and 
exchange to encourage collaboration between the two institutions. 
The agreement was signed in Sarajevo in early March by Nedzad Mulabegovic, rector of 
the University of Sarajevo, and Boris Tihi, vice rector of the University of Sarajevo. Brother 
Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president of UD, and Bruce Hitchner, director of the Center for 
International Programs at UD, will sign the pact for UD, formalizing a partnership that began in 
concept when the Dayton Peace Accords were signed in Dayton three years ago. 
A formal signing ceremony will be held in Sarajevo this summer in conjunction with the 
signing of the sister-city pact that Dayton and Sarajevo city officials are planning. 
"We are about to enter into a sister city relationship with Sarajevo, and one of the key 
things that relationship does is promote links between institutions and businesses," Hitchner 
said. "One way we can assist in the reconstruction of Bosnia is to help educate young people. 
No greater potential for doing that exists than through a link between our universities." 
Through the agreement, the two universities will exchange academic resources and 
educational materials, explore faculty and student exchanges, conduct joint seminars, programs 
and research activities, and jointly explore fund-raising opportunities for those programs. The 
agreement lasts three years, and may be renewed for successive periods of one year. 
The agreement was signed during the latest of several exchanges between UD and 
University of Sarajevo faculty. Scott Hall, assistant professor of counselor and human services, 
and Charlie Russo, professor of educational administration and fellow in the Center for 
International Programs, visited Sarajevo in late February and early March. 
Hall, who met with faculty and students in University of Sarajevo's psychology 
department, laid the groundwork for a partnership to coordinate and enhance Bosnia's mental 
health services. 
While nongovernmental organizations descended upon Bosnia after the war to assist its 
citizens in coping,with post-traumatic stress disorder and other trauma-related issues, Hall 
said the university's psychology faculty and students want help in developing standard mental 
health services that will outlast the NGOs, which are already beginning to pull out of the region. 
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"People there are dealing with a lot of issues- trauma, depression, self-esteem, 
uncertainty about how things will develop," Hall said. 
He notes that the range of mental health issues is wide. While some residents stayed in 
Sarajevo through the war and now struggle with post-trauma emotions, others left the city and 
saw little of the violence. Returnees are struggling to reacquaint themselves with family and 
friends, adjust to the loss of some family members, and in some cases, particularly for small 
children, relearn native languages and customs. 
For those who stayed in Sarajevo through the war, the return to a simpler life can be 
trying. Even issues such as diet are troublesome- during the war, residents of Sarajevo grew 
accustomed to eating beans, rice and dandelion leaves. Now, as food is less scarce, residents 
must readjust. 
"Some people think, 'I dealt with this war, I should be able to cope with anything,' so 
there is a reluctance to seek mental health help," Hall said. 
Hall and the University of Sarajevo's psychology faculty discussed creating sports 
leagues to build trust among neighbors and developing brochures to map out ways of coping 
with common feelings of anger and depression. They also talked of marketing plans that could 
help demystify mental health services. 
Russo, in his fifth visit to Sarajevo, delivered a series of lectures on religion, special 
education, juvenile delinquency and school administration to faculty and students in the 
schools of philosophy, science and education at the University of Sarajevo. He plans to return 
in May to participate in a roundtable discussion on legal issues surrounding the reported abuse 
of an exiled leader's children at a northern Bosnia-Herzegovina school. 
This summer, Adila Kreso, an education professor at the University of Sarajevo, will 
join Russo and Thomas Lasley, dean of UD's School of Education and Allied Professions, in 
London to help teach several classes in UD's summer study abroad program. 
For Russo, the partnership with Sarajevo has become more personal than institutional. 
Russo has seen firsthand the city's struggle to rebuild its infrastructure, its economy and its 
spirit. His emotional tie to its people and geography and his admiration for the city's resilience 
are strong. 
"We're on a mission to help," he said. "While neither the physical nor emotional harm is 
ever likely to be completely repaired, progress is being made." 
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For media interviews, contact Bruce Hitchner, director of the Center for International Programs 
at the University of Dayton, (937) 229-3514; Charlie Russo, professor of educational 
administration and fellow in the Center for International Programs, (937) 229-3722; and Scott 
Hall, assistant professor of counselor education and human services, (937) 229-3607. 
